
 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Last year we implemented a change for Year 8 into Year 9 Mathematics classes to allow more 

flexibility and to offer more opportunity for students to undertake studies in higher levels of 

Mathematics. I would like to make the following information, presented in a question and 

answer format, available to all parents/carers at the beginning of the school year to assist you 

in guiding and supporting your daughter’s/son’s learning and the College’s Mathematics 

pathways from Year 7 to Year 12. 

 

 
1.   How are Mathematics classes structured from Year 8 to Year 10? 

 

At Mater Dei Catholic College, our Stage 4 (Years 7 and 8) classes are un-streamed. However, 

the NSW Mathematics Syllabus for Stage 5 (Years 9 and 10) onwards acknowledges the wide 

range of student achievement in Mathematics and offers three learning pathways. 

 

Stage 5.1 Pathway – Standard Course  

 This course has been designed to cover financial mathematics, basic algebra, linear 

relationships, measurement, trigonometry, statistics and probability.  

 Students undertaking this pathway generally have a smaller class size. This makes 

available more one-on-one time with their teacher possible. The course focus is to learn 

the topics at a more comfortable pace, in more depth. Therefore building up student 

confidence in using mathematics both in the classroom and in later life. 

 

Stage 5.2 Pathway – Intermediate Course 

 This course contains all topics included in 5.1 plus further numerical computation, 

further algebraic skills, algebraic fractions, trigonometry involving bearings, further 

surface area and volume of 3-dimensional solids and bivariate data analysis.  

 Students undertaking this pathway generally achieved a B grade to a high D grade in 

Year 8 Mathematics. Due to additional topics, the teaching pace is faster than 5.1.  

 

Stage 5.3 – Advanced Course 

 This course contains all the topics from 5.2 and 5.1 plus topics such as surds, indices, 

multi-stage probability, non-right angled trigonometry, quadratic equations and (time 

permitting) polynomials, circle geometry and logarithms.  

 This pathway is very demanding on students’ time and ability and therefore students 

undertaking this pathway generally achieve an A grade to a high B Grade in Year 8 

Mathematics. 

 

As you can see in the dot points above, your daughter’s/son’s results in all their Year 8 term 

tests and their overall semester grades are used to place them in the most appropriate Stage for 

Year 9. 



2.   How are the individual learning needs of all students met through this 

structure? 

 

In 2016, Year 9 classes were arranged to provide more flexibility, using the arrangement below. 

The pre 2016 class structure has been provided to illustrate the change that has been introduced 

this year: 

 

Pre 2016:     2016 and onwards: 

 1 Advanced class    2 Advanced classes 

 3 Intermediate classes    2 Intermediate classes 

 1 Standard class    1 Standard class 

 

This new structure was designed to allow students more opportunities to develop knowledge 

and skills in Mathematics and to allow increased flexibility. More students can now begin the 

Advanced Course in Year 9 and can therefore make a more informed decision about which 

pathway they should be in for Year 10. There are also opportunities for students to move 

across from one pathway to another where needed during the year.  

 

 
3.   What Mathematics pathways are available for students moving to Year 11? 

 

Below is a small graphic demonstrating the links between the different pathways and Stages. 

 

 

Year 7 and 8  Year 9 and 10  Year 11 

     

Stage 4  

Stage 5.1  General 1 

  

Stage 5.2 General 2 

  

Stage 5.3 2Unit (Advanced) 

  
 

Extension1 

 

 

 

During Year 10, students choose their subjects for Year 11 and 12. Their options in 

Mathematics are shaped by their Year 10 level of Maths and their achievements. 

 

Mathematics Extension Offered to the top 10-15 students in Year 10 – level 5.3 

2Unit Mathematics 

(Advanced Course) 
Offered to the top 20-25 students in Year 10 – level 5.3 



Mathematics General 2 

(ATAR Course) 

Offered to Year 10 students from level 5.3 and 5.2 

Some 5.1 students have in the past chose this course, however, 

many have found the pace and skill level overwhelming. 

Mathematics General 1 

(Non-ATAR Course) 

Offered to any student in Year 10 who does not wish to receive 

an ATAR, but still wants to improve/continue their maths skills 

before leaving school. 

No Mathematics 
Mathematics is not a compulsory subject in Years 11 and 12 in 

New South Wales. 

 

 

Our Mathematics staff have been excited to implement these changes as they allow us more 

time to enrich our lessons with activities and skills that are appropriate to your child’s 

individual needs. Our students’ well-being is paramount and we believe that these changes can 

help us increase engagement and build confidence in our students. 

 

If you have any questions about any aspect of this new approach in Year 9, please do not 

hesitate to contact me at the College. We welcome parent feedback during the year and I 

encourage you to take this opportunity at Parent/Teacher/Student interviews. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

      

KLA Leader of Mathematics    Assistant to the Principal - Curriculum 
 


